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intended sale of York manor, and gave him some reasons why it should riot be sold, which so far convinced the Duke that he told me he was of the opinion that it was the King's interest to keep it.
April 15. My Lord Dartmouth, Master of the Ordnance, being now returned from demolishing Tangiers, and being better received by the King and Duke than was expected by his adversaries, each faction was ready to gain him to their side; but he told the King and Duke that he would join with nobody but himself for their service, and stand upon his own legs. When I told this to my Lord Privy Seal, he said everybody had not wit and strength to stand alone ; that it was true he had done so, wliich he attributed to the King's kindness to Lim, and his good fortune, and to some measures (especially that of not seeking his own gain or profit) which his lordship, in his circumstances, was not so well qualified to follow, and that he had at the last this advantage by it, that he hoped ere long to find his greatest opponents court him for their friend (meaning Lords Eochester and Snnderland), for at this time it was given out that they began to disagree.
April 19. Sir Henry Goodricke, brother to my Lord Dartmouth, told me that the said lord was under some intention to make himself the head of a third faction, in opposition to those of- Halifax on one side, Eochester, Snnderland and Portsmouth on the other, as the only way to bring things to a national bottom, which was the thing he contrived, being averse to fanaticism on the one hand, and to popery and a French interest on the other; and that himself had told my Lord of Danby of this, who approved it extremely, which would make him very great